University of Victoria Department of Geography
COURSE DESCRIPTIG&I2015

GEOG103: Intmuction to Physical Geography

Instructor: Dr. lanJ.Walker Office hours T, R 09001000 DTBB124
Lectures: M, R 10001120 ELL 168
Labs as stieduled

Objectives This course introduces students to the study of Physical Geography usaapgled,earth-
systems approach. The course examirseproceses within and interrelations betweenthe
atmosphere, biosphere, hydrospherand lithospherethat result in patterns of weather and
climate, landformssoilsand ecosystems.Lectures will be structured around ‘reabrld’ issues
(e.g., climate change, natal hazards, natural resources) where the intersection betwearthE
sciencs and human activities will be s

"d edition, by Michael Pidwirny & Scott
Jones, UBC Okanagan, onlatehttp://www.physicalgeography.net

Two ecellent print texbooks, both with Canadian editionare:

x De BIij et al.2010).Physical Geography. The Global Environm&ftCanadian edition. Oxford
University PresdSBN97801954289719r 2013 &' global edition (SBN: 9780199859610)

x Strahler, A.H& Archibold, O.W(2011). Physical Geographypcence and ystems of the Human
Environment5™ Canadian editionwiley. (ISBN 9781118077894)

Coursépaces websiteOnce signed in to the UVic webpage, click ‘My online tools’ then ‘CourseSpaces’




Important CoursePolicies:

x Students mustompleteall evaluation components to obtain credit.

X Students musbbtain a passing grade on bdthe examination component (miterm + final)and
the laboratory component (labs + lab exam) to obtain credit.

x Extenuating circumstanced@ exceptions to these policies will require: a) direct discussion with
the course instructor in advance, if possildedb) official medical or counseling documentation.

x Labs are an important part of GEOG103

o All details regarding your labs & their marks are managed by your TA. Please discuss any
issues on labs with therirst.

0 Alateness penaltpf 25%of the total mark per dawill be applied to all late assignments.
This deduction will apply unless you make arrangements with your TA in advayme or
can provide officiamedical or counseling documentation for extenuating circumstances.

0 Pleaseaattend onlythe laboratorysection for which you are registeredytiu must miss a
lab, please make arrangements with your TA in advamegtend another section.

o0 Youmust pass the laboratory component (labs + lab exam) to obtain diadtis
course.

X Exanmnations

o0 Attendancefor mid-term and final examinations mandatory Exceptions will be made
onlyunder the following conditions:

f The instructor ignformed beforethe exam that the absence will occamdagrees
that the extenuating circumstancegarrant the absence. Personal preferences or
commitments (e.g., holidays, travel, etc.) are not considered ‘extenuating’.

f Students must provide official counseling or medical documentdtsupport
their request.

f Do not sit an exam if you are ill.oftact the instructor immediately angrovide
medical documetation in advance, if possible. A




Grading

Grades assigned for GEOG103 are in accordanceheitbepartmentof Geographyrade
structure and interpretations as follows:

A+ A A- B+ B B- C+ C D
90-100%4 85-89% 80-84% 77-79%] 73-76%| 70-72%| 65-69%| 60-64%| 50-59%

Passing Grades Description(as listed in the Undergraduate Calendar)
A+ Exceptional, outstanding and excellent performanearned by work
A which is technically superior, shows mastery of the subjectenaand
in the case of an A+ offers original insight and/or goes beyond coufse
A- expectationsNormally achieved by a minority of students.
B+

BB+


http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2015-09/FACS/UnIn/UARe/Grad.html
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2015-09/FACS/UnIn/UARe/DeSt.html
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2015-09/FACS/UnIn/UARe/DeSt.html
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